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of an institution, the manager or prin-
cipal officer of the institution may
sign the application.

(d) If a person who could receive dis-
ability benefits or who could have a pe-
riod of disability established dies be-
fore filing, an application for disability
benefits or for a period of disability
may be signed by a person who would
be qualified to receive any benefits due
the deceased.

(e) If a written statement showing an
intent to claim benefits is filed with
us, but the person for whom the bene-
fits are claimed dies before an applica-
tion is filed, an application may be
filed as explained in § 404.630(d).

(f) If a person who could receive bene-
fits on the basis of a ‘‘deemed’’ filing
date of an application under § 404.633
(b)(1)(i) or (b)(2)(i) dies before an appli-
cation for the benefits is filed, the ap-
plication may be signed by a person
who would be qualified to receive any
benefits due the deceased person as ex-
plained in § 404.633 (b)(1)(ii) and
(b)(2)(ii).

(g) If it is necessary to protect a
claimant from losing benefits and
there is good cause for the claimant
not signing the application, we may ac-
cept an application signed by some one
other than a person described in this
section.

Example: Mr. Smith comes to a social secu-
rity office a few days before the end of a
month to file an application for old-age ben-
efits for his neighbor, Mr. Jones. Mr. Jones,
a 63 year old widower, just suffered a heart
attack and is in the hospital. He asked Mr.
Smith to file the application for him. We
will accept an application signed by Mr.
Smith since it would not be possible to have
Mr. Jones sign and file the application until
the next calendar month and a loss of one
month’s benefits would result.

[44 FR 37209, June 26, 1979, as amended at 59
FR 44923, Aug. 31, 1994; 61 FR 41330, Aug. 8,
1996]

§ 404.613 Evidence of authority to sign
an application for another.

(a) A person who signs an application
for someone else will be required to
provide evidence of his or her authority
to sign the application for the person
claiming benefits under the following
rules:

(1) If the person who signs is a court
appointed representative, he or she

must submit a certificate issued by the
court showing authority to act for the
claimant.

(2) If the person who signs is not a
court appointed representative, he or
she must submit a statement describ-
ing his or her relationship to the
claimant. The statement must also de-
scribe the extent to which the person is
responsible for the care of the claim-
ant. This latter information will not be
requested if the application is signed
by a parent for a child with whom he or
she is living.

(3) If the person who signs is the
manager or principal officer of an in-
stitution which is responsible for the
care of the claimant, he or she must
submit a statement indicating the per-
son’s position of responsibility at the
institution.

(b) We may, at any time, require ad-
ditional evidence to establish the au-
thority of a person to sign an applica-
tion for someone else.

§ 404.614 When an application or other
form is considered filed.

(a) General rule. Except as otherwise
provided in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion and in §§ 404.630 through 404.633
which relate to the filing date of an ap-
plication, an application for benefits,
or a written statement, request, or no-
tice is filed on the day it is received by
an SSA employee at one of our offices
or by an SSA employee who is author-
ized to receive it at a place other than
one of our offices.

(b) Other places and dates of filing. We
will also accept as the date of filing—

(1) The date an application for bene-
fits, or a written statement, request or
notice is received by any office of the
U.S. Foreign Service or by the Veter-
ans Administration Regional Office in
the Philippines;

(2) The date an application for bene-
fits or a written statement, request or
notice is mailed to us by the U.S. mail,
if using the date we receive it would re-
sult in the loss or lessening of rights.
The date shown by a U.S. postmark
will be used as the date of mailing. If
the postmark is unreadable, or there is
no postmark, we will consider other
evidence of when you mailed it to us;
or
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(3) The date an application for bene-
fits is filed with the Railroad Retire-
ment Board or the Veterans Adminis-
tration. See § 404.611 (b) and (c) for an
explanation of when an application for
benefits filed with the Railroad Retire-
ment Board or the Veterans Adminis-
tration is considered an application for
social security benefits.

[44 FR 37209, June 26, 1979, as amended at 59
FR 44923, Aug. 31, 1994]

§ 404.615 Claimant must be alive when
an application is filed.

A claimant must be alive at the time
an application is filed. There are the
following exceptions to this general
rule:

(a) If a disabled person dies before fil-
ing an application for disability bene-
fits or a period of disability, a person
who would be qualified to receive any
benefits due the deceased may file an
application. The application must be
filed within 3 months after the month
in which the disabled person died.

(b) If a written statement showing an
intent to claim benefits is filed with
us, but the person for whom the bene-
fits are claimed dies before an applica-
tion is filed, an application may be
filed as explained in § 404.630(d).

(c) If a person who could receive ben-
efits on the basis of a ‘‘deemed’’ filing
date of an application under § 404.633
(b)(1)(i) or (b)(2)(i) dies before an appli-
cation for the benefits is filed, the ap-
plication may be signed by a person
who would be qualified to receive any
benefits due the deceased person as ex-
plained in § 404.633 (b)(1)(ii) and
(b)(2)(ii).

[44 FR 37209, June 26, 1979, as amended at 59
FR 44923, Aug. 31, 1994; 61 FR 41330, Aug. 8,
1996]

EFFECTIVE FILING PERIOD OF
APPLICATION

§ 404.620 Filing before the first month
you meet the requirements for ben-
efits.

(a) General rule. If you file an applica-
tion for benefits (except special age 72
payments) before the first month you
meet all the other requirements for en-
titlement, the application will remain
in effect until we make a final deter-
mination on your application unless

there is an administrative law judge
hearing decision on your application. If
there is an administrative law judge
hearing decision, your application will
remain in effect until the administra-
tive law judge hearing decision is
issued.

(1) If you meet all the requirements
for entitlement while your application
is in effect, we may pay you benefits
from the first month that you meet all
the requirements.

(2) If you first meet all the require-
ments for entitlement after the period
for which your application was in ef-
fect, you must file a new application
for benefits. In this case, we may pay
you benefits only from the first month
that you meet all the requirements
based on the new application.

(b) Filing for special age 72 payments.
The requirements for entitlement to
special age 72 payments must be met
no later than 3 months after the month
an application is filed.

[44 FR 37209, June 26, 1979, as amended at 52
FR 4003, Feb. 9, 1987]

§ 404.621 Filing after the first month
you meet the requirements for ben-
efits.

(a) Filing for disability benefits and for
old-age, survivors’, or dependents’ bene-
fits. (1)(i) If you file an application for
disability benefits, widow’s or widow-
er’s benefits based on disability, or
wife’s, husband’s, or child’s benefits
based on the earnings record of a per-
son entitled to disability benefits, after
the first month you could have been
entitled to them, you may receive ben-
efits for up to 12 months immediately
before the month in which your appli-
cation is filed. Your benefits may begin
with the first month in this 12-month
period in which you meet all the re-
quirements for entitlement. However,
entitlement to wife’s or husband’s ben-
efits under this rule is limited by para-
graph (a)(1)(iii) of this section.

(ii) If you file an application for old-
age benefits, widow’s or widower’s ben-
efits not based on disability, wife’s,
husband’s, or child’s benefits based on
the earnings record of a person not en-
titled to disability benefits, or moth-
er’s, father’s, or parent’s benefits, after
the first month you could have been
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